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Solemnity of Ghrigtmag
& @he Fativity of the Lord <

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us ...”
JOHN 1:14



T-0ccC

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 24 - 30, 2018

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord

Monday, Dec. 24th (Christmas Eve)
5:30 PM — You are warmly invited to join St. Mark’s choir for Christmas carols
and hymns before the 6:00 pm Mass.
6:00 PM + Gerry & Lorie Feeney — Pat ¢ Grace Feeney
11:00 PM - Int. of the Parishioners of St. Mark’s

Tuesday, Dec. 25" (Christmas Day) .
10:00 am + All those in whose memory donations
were made toward Christmas Flowers

Wednesday (FEAST — ST. STEPHEN)
* 7:00 PM - Intentions of St. Mark’s CW.L.

Thursday (FEAST — ST. JOHN THE APOSTLE)
* 9:00 am - Intentions of Brian & Mary Jo Flood

Friday - NO MASS
Saturday - NO MORNING MASS

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY (Dec. 29/30)
Sirah 3:2-6; 12-14; Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:41-52
Sat. 5:00 PM + Sylvester, Clara, Charles & George - Brezind’s
Sun. * 10:00 am + Kay Donovan - John
(Please note, only ONE Mass will be celebrated at 10 Am)

Meetings & Events This Week:

DATE TIME  ROOM EVENT
Mon. Dec.24  8:00pm (M) Alcoholics Anonymous
Wed. Dec. 26 6:30 pm (CH) 9:30 Choir practice
7.00pm (B) Women's Prayer Group
Thur.Dec.27  6:15pm (M) Legion of Mary
7:30 pm (CH) 5:00 Choir practice
Fri. Dec.28 6:00am (L) Men's group

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

Monday, Dec. 31* (New Year’s Eve)
5:00 PM + Anna & Stephen Strauss & family - Lamers

Tuesday, Jan. 1* (New Year’s Day)
10:00 am - Int. of the Parishioners of St. Mark’s

(St.) Stephen's name means "crown," and he was the first disciple
of Jesus to receive the martyr's crown. Stephen was a deacon in
the early Christian Church. God worked many miracles through
St. Stephen and he spoke with such wisdom and grace that many
of his hearers became followers of Jesus. He was eventually
stoned to death and he became the first Christian martyr.

St. John was called while mending his nets to follow Jesus and he
became the beloved disciple of Jesus. He wrote the fourth Gospel,
three Epistles and the Apocalypse. His passages on the pre-
existence of the Word, who by His Incarnation became the light of
the world and the life of our souls, are among the finest of the
New Testament. He is the evangelist of the divinity of Christ and
His fraternal love.

2018 Income Tax Receipts for Church Offerings

CORRECTION: Any offerings that you wish to have Offt‘-l'iﬂg
included on your 2018 tax receipt must be received by Em«-]opgs
=

the parish no later than the 10:00 a.m. Mass on
Sunday, Dec. 30". Any donations received after that
time must be put toward your 2019 tax receipt.
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% Bulletin Submission Deadline for Jan. 6™

The New Year's (Dec. 30) bulletin has already gone to print. If you wish
to include something in the January 6" bulletin, copy must be emailed
to Pam no later than Mon. Dec. 31* by 10 a.m. Thanks!

On thisthelast Sunday before Christmas, our Gospel
reading prepares us to witness Christ's birth by showing us how
Jesus was recognized as | srael's long-awaited Messiah even
before his birth. The Gospel turns our attention from the ministry
of John the Baptist to the events that preceded John the Baptist's
birth. The story of John the Baptist and his parents, Elizabeth and
Zechariah, are reported only in Luke's Gospel. Luke pairs the
birth of John the Baptist and Jesus, establishing John's early
connection to the Messiah.

Our Gospel reading recalls Mary's actions after the announcement
of Jesus' birth by the angel Gabriel. Mary goesto visit Elizabeth,
her cousin, who is also with child. Elizabeth greets Mary with full
recognition of the roles that they and their unborn children will
play in God's plan for salvation. If we were to continue to read the
verses that follow in Luke's Gospel, we would hear Mary respond
to Elizabeth's greeting with her song of praise, the Magnificat.
Both women recall and echo God's history of showing favor upon
the people of Isradl.

In Luke's Gospel the Holy Spirit helps reveal Jesus' identity as
God to those who believe. Elizabeth isfilled with the Holy Spirit
and sings Mary's praise because she bears the Lord. We sing these
words of praise to Mary in the Hail Mary. Even John the Baptist,
the unborn child in Elizabeth's womb, is said to recognize the
presence of the Lord and leaps for joy.

It is appropriate in this season of Advent that we consider the role
of Mary in God's plan of salvation. Elizabeth describes Mary as
the first disciple, as the one who believed that God's word to her
would be fulfilled. Mary's faith enabled her to recognize the work
of God in her peopl€e's history and in her own life. Her openness to
God alowed God to work through her so that salvation might
cometo everyone. Because of this, Mary isamodel and symbol

of the Church. May we be like Mary, open and cooperative in
God's plan for salvation. &

Christmas Tree Blessing ,
This prayer may be used to bless your Christmas Tree: -@?&

God of every nation and people, from the very beginning ok,

of creation you have made manifest your love: when our
need for a Savior was great you sent your Son to be born
of the Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings joy and peace,
justice, mercy, and love. Lord, bless all who look upon
this manger; may it remind us of the humble birth of
Jesus, and raise up our thoughts to him, who is God-
with-us and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns

for ever and ever. Amen.



DECEMBER 23, 2018

All Liturgical Ministers are reminded to sign-up for Christmas
and New Year’s Masses in the binder on the table in the narthex.

CW.L Corner

+ Nominations for your 2019/2020 Executive Council
open December 1*'! Please pick up nomination forms

from the CWL mail slot on the wall in the Narthex or print as many
copies as needed from the email sent to members the first week of

DEC.29-30 5:00 PM Mass * 10:00 AM Mass * December. Nominate as many ladies as you like, including yourself!
; ) Completed nomination forms can be dropped in the labelled slot in
V.IP.13. Miller E. Chang; B. Starr S
Altar Servers: N. D'Souza c Chacgn the large wood cabinet in the Narthex by Dec. 28"
Commentator: K. Friesen J. Germann + “Keep Christ in Christmas” CAR MAGNETS - $5 each in the
Lectors: M. Dufresne T. Boettger; J. Flanigan narthex.
Ushers: A Montag F. Seaward + Next Mass for CWL Intentions: Wed. Dec. 26™ at 7:00 PM*
SNErs: K Friesen M. Walser; C. Dignam
Gift Bearers: Chacon - - -
Eucharistic A. Bendia T. Lee; H. Kress Parish Office — Hollday Hours
Ministers: F.IY. Tully T./K. Boettger Open 9 am - 12 noon: CLOSED:
Dec. 24, 27, 28, Dec. 25, 26
W, @M  Thank you to everyone who donated toward flowers Dec. 31, Jan. 2,3, 4. andJan. 1,

4%~ forthe church, and to the many people who helped

A ] to decorate and prepare the church for Christmas.

The Diocese of Hamilton is conducting the One Heart, One Soul

campaign to raise money for every Parish in the Diocese and for shared
ministries. A compilation of “Frequently Asked Questions” are available
throughout the campaign at www.oneheartonesoul.ca.

2019 Sunday Missals — $5 each
2019 Catholic Faith Calendars — Free will offering

Vocation Seeds — Are you called to follow in the footsteps of Mary as a
priest or religious consecrated man or woman, or deacon to carry the Good
News of God's great Love? If you think God is calling you to be a priest,
contact Fr. Michael King, Vocation Director, Diocese of Hamilton at 905-528-
7988 or email vocations@hamiltondiocese.com .

Thank you! St. Mark’s Knights of Columbus would like to thank
the parishioners for their generous donations of coats and boots
for the Salvation Army. Our donations were up 50% over last year!
Well done!
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During the Christmas season, our liturgy invites us to consider the birth of the Lord from many vantage points. As we begin this season,
it is useful to remember that the stories of Jesus' birth and childhood are found in only two of our Gospels, Matthew and Luke.
Throughout this season, we will hear stories from both Gospels. Those Gospels tell different but complementary stories about Jesus' birth,
highlighting items of theological importance about the Incarnation and the salvation that Jesus brings.
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On this day, the Feast of Christmas, we are given the details of Christ's birth as found in the Gospel of Luke. Here we learn about the
census that brings Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem, where Jesus is born. We also hear about the angel's announcement of
this good news to the shepherds. In these details, we find two of Luke's particular concerns: (1) to locate the coming of Christ in the wider
framework of salvation history as good news for all people, Gentiles and Jews, and (2) to show the Lord's favour upon the poor and lowly.

In Luke's Gospel, Jesus is born as one of the poor. Laid in a manger in a stable, because there was no room at the inn, he comes into the
world through obscure and surprising means. Yet, as the angel proclaims this good news to the shepherds, this infant is announced as the
Messiah and Lord. In the song of the angels, all are invited to give glory to God for this miraculous birth, in which God comes to share
our humanity.

The angels sing that Jesus' coming brings peace. Yet there is little in the details of this Gospel that gives evidence of peace. Jesus is born
as a traveller away from home, born in a stable in a crowded city under the occupation of foreigners. The appearance of the angel to the
shepherds frightens them. When the angels proclaim Jesus' birth as the harbinger of “peace on earth,” the evangelist Luke clearly wants us
to take the long view. The shepherds are invited to claim a faith that will enable them to see this infant as a sign God's promise of a
messiah. It is through such faith that one finds the peace of which the angels sing.

Come, Lord Jesus Come.
Fill our gift giving with generosity, making us aware to the true gifts we have to share with loved ones.
Deepen our sense of joy, making us ever grateful for the smalls gifts others bestow upon us.
Enlarge our capacity for compassion, making us mindful of how we might give to those in need of sustenance and consolation.
Come into our hearts and homes this Christmas, Lord Jesus, making us people of joyful generosity and gratitude.
Stir us in our faith as we profess Jesus Christ as Savior of the world. Amen.

Wishing everyone a Merry and Blessed Christmas.
— Fr.Steve and Nicholas
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SUPERIOR

MEMORIALS
Since 1924

528 Victoria St. N., beside Weston's Bakery
519-745-6136

DRNE'S AUTO SERWICE

Diagnostics * Service * Repairs
To Most Makes & Models

49 MclIntyre Place, #18

davesautoservice.co@gmail.com

519-896-6363

Jane Petrovich
B.Sc M.Sc. B.Ed. OCT
Professional

Tutoring Services

All Grades: JK-12
All subjects including Math,
Science, Language Arts
519-886-0725

Check our website for more inioN‘
oceans@primus.ca www.davesautoservice.co

Q( /) CONESTOGA

Dignity*

LIFE WELL CELEBRATED"

DeI|C|ous Food
Excellent Service

Celebration Centre Guaranteed Satisfaction

Catering for all occasions for over 35 years.
1001 Ottawa St. ’ ’

) Let us serve you today!

Westmount Memorial

o—u

Shopping
Locally
Saves Gas

DR. WILLIAM SEHL

Family & Implant Dentistry

R.T. Hartley

New Patients Welcome
187 Erb St. W. at Dietz Ave.
519-884-2363

Commercial & Residential
Fully Licensed & Insured
ECRA/ESA #7012920

For free estimate
call John 519-502-1972

Electric Ltd. ||Natural Stone City Inc.
136-A Ottawa St. S., Kitchener

GRANITE * QUARTZ « MARBLE
Kitchen & Bathroom Installations

20-yrs. Experience | Unmatched Selection

519-489-0441

www.NaturalStoneCity.com
sales@naturalstonecity.com

Ted's
RV Storage

Cars, Boats
& Trailers
Inside & Outside

519-501-0814

THE PERFECT SPOT 10 ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE
PLEASE CALL
1-800-268-2637

Something for Everyone...

e
\‘— Independent Living &
S&R \  Full Service. Call us today
Lanark Vlllage for a personal visit & lunch.
Steeves & Rozema Group 44 Lanark Cres.

519-743-0121

‘It's All About Choice’

Westvale Dental
Centre
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
Dr. George Ho

520 University Ave. W., #202
(University & Ira Needles)

519.571.5050

Remember...
Let our advertisers know
you saw their ad here.
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W Henry Walser
FUNERAL HOME LTD.
AN INDEPENDENT FAMILY -
OWNED FUNERAL HOME

507 FREDERICK ST.
(at expressway)

DI9-7149-8467

Hammond
PLUMBING &
HEATING INC.
TOTAL BATH &
PLUMBING CENTRE
625 Wabanaki Dr.
519-894-3222

FITNESS
CONFIDENCE

SELX

DEFENSE

Gain self-discipline, confidence, develop
co-ordination and improve fitness levels while
achieving within a motivating environment.

@GIBSONS
—home furnishings—
25 Northfield Dr. W., Waterloo

Canadian-made, Handcrafted Solid
Wood Furniture and Home Décor

Exquisite Home Furnishings Since 1981

519-746-7070

gibsons@golden.net
www.GibsonsHomeFurnishings.com

DRIFWOODKARATE oM
1-1624 Highland Rd. W. Kitchener
Between Ira Needles and Trussler

ERBGOOD

FAMILY FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned Since 1946
171 King St. S. Waterloo

519.745.8445
www.erbgood.com

¢ PHARMASAVE

Prescription Delivery « Medication Reviews
Easy Prescription Transfers
Medication Compliance Packaging

10% Seniors Discount Everyday
12-450 Westheights Dr. ~ 519-584-7484

* Commercial * Radiant Heaters

_Carrier

¢ |ndustrial  ® Gas Furnaces

turn to the experts . . . e
* Residential  * Air Conditioning

REITZEL HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

665 Superior Drive, Waterloo Ont N2V 2C8
519-884-3510

Shop LOCAL - Spend LOCAL
Eat LOCAL - Enjoy LOCAL

and support the local businesses
that support your parish
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